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VALLEY PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
436 Valley School Drive, Valley Park, MO  63088
Pastor:  Jewell Brodie
Church Phone:   636-225-0057
Cell Phone:  314-401-7672
Church website: Valleypark-umc.org (BETA test version)
Church e-mail address:   vpumc88@sbcglobal.net
A CELEBRATION OF THE GOSPEL
Proclamation:  Every believer-Every day in God’s Word
Mission Statement:  We are a Bible-believing Christian community inviting all people on a spiritual journey, forming companions in faith, and sending disciples of Jesus Christ into the world. “Which means we are called to “Carry on the Work of Christ”). Vision and Mission:  We Exist to Worship; We Depart to Serve;
Connect: Christ Likeness—Inside Out

Fourth Sunday Of Advent, Year A
Liturgical Color:  Purple or Blue

Our Theme:   “Illumine—Be The Light, Yet Even Now”
“With God All Things Are Possible”
December 21, 2025

Praise and Worship Music					   9:00—9:30 A.M.

PRELUDE 

GREETING			As we begin our service:
“LET US KEEP OUR EYES ON THE MASTER”

MUSIC/WORSHIP 

WORDS OF REPENTANCE:	
Let us repent as a people, as a church, as a community and as a nation.

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19--For the choir director: A psalm of Asaph, to be sung to the tune “Lilies of the Covenant.” (GNT) 

1 Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph’s descendants like a flock.
O God, enthroned above the cherubim,
    display your radiant glory
2     to Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh.
Show us your mighty power.  Come to rescue us!

3 Turn us again to yourself, O God.
    Make your face shine down upon us.
    Only then will we be saved.
4 O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies,
    how long will you be angry with our prayers?
5 You have fed us with sorrow
    and made us drink tears by the bucketful.
6 You have made us the scorn of neighboring nations.
    Our enemies treat us as a joke.
7 Turn us again to yourself, O God of Heaven’s Armies.
    Make your face shine down upon us.
    Only then will we be saved.

17 Strengthen the man you love, the son of your choice.
18 Then we will never abandon you again.
    Revive us so we can call on your name once more.

19 Turn us again to yourself, O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies.
    Make your face shine down upon us.  Only then will we be saved.

OPENING PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

OUR FAITH DECLARATION (for the congregation):

“Lord, even when we can’t see it, we believe You are working.  When what’s left looks few, less, or little, remind us that you are still with us.
We will keep building, keep believing, and keep holding on—because Your glory is coming.”

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT:	Mark 12:30

The first of all the commandments is: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
Exodus 19:8:	All that you say, Lord,  we will do.

*HYMN  	“O Little Town Of Bethlehem” (vs 1,5)		UMH #230
		“Once In Royal David’s City” (vs 1,4)		UMH #250
		“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”			UMH #196

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:	This is the fourth Sunday of Advent, a time to rejoice in the 
		wondrous things that God is doing.

People:	Our hearts are filled with the hope that is coming into the 
		world.

Leader:	The time is fast approaching, not for parties or presence, but for 
		the awareness of God’s loving gift to us--the gift of the Christ child.

People:	Help slow us down, Lord, that we may realize that your gift 
		of love is at the center of our lives and our celebrations.

Leader:	Thanks be to God who again reminds us of God’s eternal love.

People:	Open our hearts, O Lord, to receive your blessed gift. 
		AMEN.

READING FOR FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT:

When the people were looking for deliverance, the prophet Micah declared, “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah…from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient day.” (Micah 5:2). But what if Micah is also talking to us, proclaiming, “But you, O Valley Park United Methodist Church, from you shall come forth for me…” What? What might God be calling forth from us?

God invites us to receive the promise of God’s salvation and the sustenance of God’s mercy and grace, enabling us to live the promise as God-bearers to the world. As Christ was born in Bethlehem, so too we answer God’s invitation to have Christ born among us today and every day.

We light this candle of love as a sign of our commitment to live as people of God’s promise, a promise of salvation and flourishing for all people that springs forth from God’s love for all creation.

(Light four candles on the wreath.)

*HYMN 	“Light The Advent Candle” (verse 4)		FWS #2090

*SCRIPTURE READING				 Matthew 1:18-25     (NIV)

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Leader:	This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People:	Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC	

THE MESSAGE   	“Love That Shows Up”		     Pastor Jewell Brodie

DOXOLOGY									    UMH #95
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow
	Praise Him all creatures here below
	Praise Him above ye heavenly host
	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

“HEAR O ISRAEL”

OUR PRAYER AND TIME OF REFLECTION

PASTORAL PRAYER (including prayers for the people, silent prayers of the people. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

RESPONSE  			“Alleluia”				FWS #2043
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TITHES AND OFFERINGS—Please leave your tithes and offerings in one of the collection boxes either on your way in or on your way out of the sanctuary.

*HYMN OF CELEBRATION  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”		UMH #234

SPECIAL MUSIC	

*BENEDICTION

Place your trust in God, for God is with you. Listen carefully for God’s loving whisper in this time--the words will give you healing and hope. Go in peace and may God’s peace always be with you. AMEN.
*SHALOM

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.  May God’s full mercies be yours my friends.  In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

*POSTLUDE

THIS WEEK’S LECTIONARY READINGS:	NEXT WEEK’S LECTIONARY READINGS:
Isaiah 7:10-16				Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19				Psalm 148
Romans 1:1-7				Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 1:18-25				Matthew 2:13-23


CIRCLE OF CONCERN—current needs:  Dinner Helpers; Pasta Sauce; Canned Fruit; Condiments; Snacks (8-12 servings/package); Size 5 and 6 Diapers; Baby wipes
View our Amazon Wish List, Walmart List or Target List for more items to fill our pantry.





DON’T FORGET OUR LAST FALL COLLECTION:
 “Sock”-ortunity: Now through the end of December.


New Church website: Valleypark-umc.org 
(BETA test version)

JOIN US TO ENJOY A CONCERT GIVEN BY OUR OWN DEVIN ADAMS.
THERE MIGHT BE A CHANGE IN DATE OF THE CONCERT.  WATCH HERE FOR CHANGES COMING SOON.
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	DECEMBER,  2025

12-28	9:32 A.M.		Sunday Worship on Zoom
				AND IN SANCTUARY!!

Mondays, Wednesdays:			9:30-11:30 A.M.		Quilting
        There will be no quilting if Rockwood schools are closed

TODAY	Ad Board/Finance/Trustees meeting after Worship
	Winter Solstice/First Day of Winter

12-24	9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service on Zoom
12-25	Christmas Day
12-26	Boxing Day/Kwanzaa begins
12-31	Watchnight/New Year’s Eve

	JANUARY,  2026

1-4,11,18,25	9:32 A.M.		Sunday Worship on Zoom
				AND IN SANCTUARY!!

Mondays, Wednesdays:			9:30-11:30 A.M.		Quilting
        There will be no quilting if Rockwood schools are closed

1-1	New Year’s Day
1-4	Communion Sunday (Love Feast) with 
	crackers and  juice if you do not have the 
	communion elements.
	Epiphany Sunday
1-6	Epiphany
1-11	Ad Board/Finance/Trustees meeting after Worship
	Baptism of the Lord
	3:00 P.M.  Devin’s concert
1-18	Human Relations Day
1-19	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
1-25	Ecumenical Sunday

The 30-Day Church Challenge

Whether in the Sanctuary or on Zoom:  
Family, we want to hear from you!

What would make you want to come to church—
or Zoom in—more often?
If you already join us from time to time, what would help you stay more connected and consistent in worship and fellowship?
Would it be a special project that excites your heart?
A mission that reaches others in need?
A ministry that helps you grow deeper in faith or serve in new ways?
This invitation is for everyone—our in-person family and our Zoom family alike.
We believe God can use your ideas—big or small, simple or bold—to strengthen our community and renew our dedication to Him.

Here’s How It Works:
1.  Pray for 30 days – Ask God to reveal His vision for our church.
2.  Write down your ideas – No idea is too small, too large, or too “trivial.”
3.  Submit your thoughts – We’ll collect and compile them for prayerful review.
4.  On Trinity Sunday, May 31, 2026, we’ll begin to implement what God reveals through this time of reflection and renewal.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” — Psalm 127:1
•	Let’s dream together.
•	Let’s pray together.
•	Let’s grow together.

And let’s watch what God will do when His people are faithful in the meantime and united in purpose.



PRAYER REQUESTS

     Your prayer concerns are important to us.  If you have a prayer need, joy or concern, if you need someone to just pray with you during this week, or if you are looking to connect with a church that loves people and you are interested in doing ministry and mission is this new way, please call Pastor Jewell at (314) 401-7672 or the church (636) 225-0057.  We will walk with you no matter where you are on your journey.       Check on someone you’ve not heard from this week.

MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

Janet and Pasquale Parenti		Jim Sieberg				
June Bouck and her sons			Randy Statler
Glenda Hamilton and family		Betty Wideman
Nancy and David Limback			Brinda Armstead Ashford
Alex, Alexis, Aubrey and Aden Mitchell Robison (Todd and Penny)
Captain Irma Hamilton and Dorothy Hamilton
Lilly Mulligan (Kolander)			Mark Rudoff (Carol Hamilton)	
Nick and Erin Rasch (Limback)		Cynthia and Kenny Gooch
Doris “Bonnie” Watson; Sandy Nathan
Sara Laun (Nancy Limback’s mother)
Cathy Becker, Chris Ewalt, Abigail Ewalt (Welsh)
Michael Schmidt (Haubrich)		Sybil Young (Grant’s wife)
Mary Ellen Pagliughi (Dodson)		Michelle Morton			
Joe and Penny Moskus			Frances “Cookie” Whitfield
Yvonne McClain		Letha and Jim Buckley	Michelle Parker
Laurie and Jeff Knight	Chris Sides		Kimmy Limback
Betty Slunaker (Welsh)			Gary Laun (Limback)
Stean Pack (Brodie)				Freddie Freeman
Mary Cosmo (Rev. Jespersen’s daughter-in-law)
Susan Jespersen
Kathy Wuestling, Wayne Chinn, Brandon Williams (G. Hamilton)
Theresa Hamilton, Walker Friedmeyer, Jen Kurowski (G. Hamilton)
Jean Hopper (Dodson)			Becky Halker
Mike Hendrickson (Dodson)		Mary Crawford
Joan Ranson	

Family and friends of Michael Bouck (son of Gene and June Bouck)			


DAILY PRAYER TIME:  1:11 P.M.  Stop and say a few prayers for ourselves, our families, friends, neighbors and our prayer list. 

For the Fourth Sunday of Advent, prayers focus on Love, asking God to fill us with His love, transform our hearts to love like Jesus, and help us share that love and peace with a world needing healing, reconciliation, and hope, often including intercessions for the sick, struggling, and those seeking refuge or unity. Key themes include God's unfailing love in sending Jesus (Emmanuel), preparing our hearts for His coming, and extending compassion to others. 

Prayers for Ourselves (Focusing on Love & Preparation)

For a Heart Full of Love: "Lord, fill my heart with your unfailing love, that I may love you with all my being and love my neighbor as myself, even my enemies. Help me to remain in your love as I await your Son's coming."

For Transformation: "Sanctify my heart by your grace, O Lord, that I may be like a tree bearing good fruit and a fountain of pure streams, bringing life to others. Help me to welcome Jesus, the source of true love, into my life."

For Grace & Strength: "Awaken me, Lord, to your boundless grace in Christ. Help me cast off the weights of fear and shame, and empower me to live with joy and generosity, reflecting your love in my daily actions." 

Prayers for Others (Intercessions)

For the Suffering: "For all those suffering from mental strain, illness, and disease, and those who care for them: soothe and heal all who are troubled. May your peace surround them."

For Broken Relationships: "For families and communities divided by hurt, suspicion, or betrayal: bring reconciliation, understanding, and the peace of God to unite them."

For the Forsaken: "For the lonely, the addicted, the stranger, and those who seem difficult to love: lead them from desolation to hospitality and welcome, for you delight in all your children."

For Leaders & Nations: "For leaders of nations and all who seek peace: grant them wisdom and integrity to work for justice and the common good, that all may experience your saving love." 

A Sample Prayer of the Faithful

"As we light the final candle of love, we pray for God's mercy and unending love to flow through us. Bless our homes and families, bringing unity and peace. Comfort those who mourn, heal the sick, and guide our leaders. May Christ's presence be known to all, especially the poor and forgotten. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer."





Sanctify (verb) means to make holy, set apart for a sacred purpose, or purify from sin.

Sanctification (noun) is the process or state of being made holy/set apart, often described as God's work of transforming believers to be more Christ-like.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sanctifying (present participle) refers to the ongoing action of making holy, purifying, or consecrating. In Christianity, it involves an initial declaration and a lifelong growth in holiness, separating believers from sin's power.
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Wishing you peace and joy!
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COMMUNICATION CARD

Date:

Dr. /Mr. /Mrs. /Ms.
Name

(OChange in Contact Information

Email (please print)

Address
Apt

City

State

ZIP

Best Contact Phone
1st Time Guest.
2nd Time Guest
Regular Attendee
Member

If 1st or 2nd Time Guest, How did you hear
about VPUMC?

Place this card in the offering when it is
given
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MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO:

(O Memorize a Scripture:
(O Invite 1 person to church this week
(O Pray Daily this week
(OFind out more about upcoming events:
@]
Q
O

Send Me Info About:
(OBecoming a follower of Jesus
(OBaptism
(OGrowth Groups
(OChurch Membership
(OServing at VPUMC

Comments, Prayer Requests

The above named individual(s) gives permission
to be added to the Prayer List.
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