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VALLEY PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
436 Valley School Drive, Valley Park, MO  63088
Pastor:  Jewell Brodie
Church Phone:   636-225-0057
Cell Phone:  314-401-7672
Church website: Valleypark-umc.org (under construction)
Church e-mail address:   vpumc88@sbcglobal.net
A CELEBRATION OF THE GOSPEL
Proclamation:  Every believer-Every day in God’s Word
Mission Statement:  We are a Bible-believing Christian community inviting all people on a spiritual journey, forming companions in faith, and sending disciples of Jesus Christ into the world. “Which means we are called to “Carry on the Work of Christ”). Vision and Mission:  We Exist to Worship; We Depart to Serve;
Connect: Christ Likeness—Inside Out

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Liturgical Color:  Green

Vision and Mission:  We Exist to Worship; We Depart to Serve;
Connect: Christ Likeness—Inside Out

Our Theme:   “Illumine—Be The Light, Yet Even Now”
September 21, 2025

Praise and Worship Music					   9:00—9:30 A.M.

PRELUDE 

GREETING			As we begin our service:
“LET US KEEP OUR EYES ON THE MASTER”

MUSIC/WORSHIP 

WORDS OF REPENTANCE:	
Let us repent as a people, as a church, as a community and as a nation.

PSALM 79:1-9  (NIV)

A psalm of Asaph.

1 O God, the nations have invaded your inheritance;
    they have defiled your holy temple,
    they have reduced Jerusalem to rubble.

2 They have left the dead bodies of your servants
    as food for the birds of the sky,
    the flesh of your own people for the animals of the wild.
3 They have poured out blood like water all around Jerusalem,
    and there is no one to bury the dead.
4 We are objects of contempt to our neighbors,
    of scorn and derision to those around us.
5 How long, Lord? Will you be angry forever?
    How long will your jealousy burn like fire?
6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not acknowledge you, on the kingdoms that do not call on your name;
7 for they have devoured Jacob and devastated his homeland.
8 Do not hold against us the sins of past generations; may your mercy come quickly to meet us, for we are in desperate need.
9 Help us, God our Savior, for the glory of your name;
deliver us and forgive our sins for your name’s sake.

OPENING PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT:	Mark 12:30

The first of all the commandments is: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Exodus 19:8:	All that you say, Lord,  we will do.

*HYMN  	“Softly And Tenderly” (verses 1, 4)			UMH #348
		“Marching To Zion” (verses 1, 4)			UMH #733
		“He Leadeth Me” (verses 1, 4)			UMH #128

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:	O God, we come into your courts with praise and thanksgiving!
People:	We come in celebration and song.

Leader:	We come in gratitude of your inheritance.

People:	We come as those who have received blessing upon 
		blessing.

Leader:	We hear the cry of the poor in the land, and ache to offer them 
		relief.

People:	We come to bring them blessing upon blessing, in Jesus’ 
		name.

Leader:	O God, we come into your courts with praise and thanksgiving!

People:	We come in celebration and song.

*HYMN 	“Jesus, Name Above All Names”			FWS #2071

*SCRIPTURE READING					      Luke 16:1-13 (NIV)

The Parable of the Shrewd Manager

1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’

7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Leader:	This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People:	Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC	

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE MESSAGE   	“God’s Heart, Our Responsibility”
 	     Pastor Jewell Brodie
DOXOLOGY									    UMH #95
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow
	Praise Him all creatures here below
	Praise Him above ye heavenly host
	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
“HEAR O ISRAEL”

OUR PRAYER AND TIME OF REFLECTION

PASTORAL PRAYER (including prayers for the people, silent prayers of the people. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

RESPONSE  			“Alleluia”				FWS #2043
“Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TITHES AND OFFERINGS—Please leave your tithes and offerings in one of the collection boxes either on your way in or on your way out of the sanctuary.

*HYMN OF CELEBRATION    “Near To The Heart Of God”	UMH #472

SPECIAL MUSIC	

*BENEDICTION

Go now and continue to offer prayers and thanksgiving for everyone.

Be shrewd in dealing with the world around you but do not be seduced into serving wealth.  Weep for those who suffer and share faith and truth with all.
And may God welcome you with love; May Christ Jesus give you knowledge of the truth; And may the Holy Spirit lead you into all godliness and dignity.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, ...In the name of Christ. Amen.

*SHALOM

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.  May God’s full mercies be yours my friends.  In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

*POSTLUDE

THIS WEEK’S LECTIONARY READINGS:	NEXT WEEK’S LECTIONARY READINGS:
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1				Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 79:1-9				Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 2:1-7				1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:1-13				Luke 16:19-31



CIRCLE OF CONCERN—current needs:  Dinner Helpers; Pasta Sauce; Canned Fruit; Condiments; Snacks (8-12 servings/package); Size 5 and 6 Diapers; Baby wipes
View our Amazon Wish List, Walmart List or Target List for more items to fill our pantry.

	SEPTEMBER, 2025

9-28	9:32 A.M.		Sunday Worship on Zoom
				AND IN SANCTUARY!!

Mondays, Wednesdays:			8:30-11:30 A.M.		Quilting
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	OCTOBER,  2025

10-5,12,19,26	9:32 A.M.		Sunday Worship on Zoom
				AND IN SANCTUARY!!

Mondays, Wednesdays:			8:30-11:30 A.M.		Quilting

10-5	Communion Sunday (Love Feast) with 
	crackers and  juice if you do not have the 
	communion elements.
10-5	Ad Board/Trustees/Finance after Worship
10-13	Columbus Day
10-16	Boss’ Day
10-19	Laity Sunday
10-26	Reformation Sunday
	NOVEMBER,  2025

11-2.9.16.23.30	9:32 A.M.		Sunday Worship on Zoom
				AND IN SANCTUARY!!

Mondays, Wednesdays:			8:30-11:30 A.M.		Quilting

11-1	All Saints Day

11-2	Communion Sunday (Love Feast) with 
	crackers and  juice if you do not have the 
	communion elements.
	All Saints Sunday

11-2	Ad Board/Trustees/Finance after Worship
11-9	Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday
11-11	Veterans Day
11-23	Christ The King/Reign Of Christ Sunday
	Thanksgiving Sunday

11-27	Thanksgiving Day
11-30	First Sunday Of Advent

DON’T FORGET SOME OF OUR FALL COLLECTIONS:

Warner’s Warm-Up		End of October, first of November
“Sock”-ortunity		Last two weeks of November, first two weeks 
		of December

Samaritan’s Purse		Collection Dates:  Now to October 15th.
		Packing date to be determined

What Goes in My Shoebox?  Make Your Gift Fun, Full, and Personalized.
For children around the world, a shoebox is often their very first gift.  Given together with the Good News of Jesus Christ, it communicates God’s love to a boy or girl in need. So, it is important to make sure your gift is …
FUN—includes a “wow” item and other quality toys
FULL—packed to the brim with additional school supplies and personal care items
PERSONALIZED—prayed over and contains a note and photo, which are often the child’s favorite.

SUGGESTIONS FOR GIRLS:
A “WOW” ITEM • Small backpack or purse • Doll • Soccer ball and pump • Stuffed animal • Jewelry making or hobby kit • Large toy 
GAMES & ACTIVITIES • Puzzles  • Coloring books or pads • Dry watercolor set • Binoculars and compass  • Musical instruments • Chalkboard and chalk • Jump rope  • Stickers  • Games  
TOYS • Small ball   • Building blocks or LEGO® sets • Slinky® or yo-yo • Plastic animals • Magnets • Finger puppets • Interactive toys • Other small toys and figures 
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS • Toothbrush  • Washcloth • Comb and brush • Nail clipper and file • Water bottle  • Flashlight 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES • Pencils, sharpener, and erasers • Pencil container • Pens • Crayons • Colored pencils • Markers • Notebooks • Index cards • Calculator • Scissors • Ruler • Glue stick  • Small adhesive tape  • Drawstring bag 
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES • Flip-flops or shoes • Sunglasses • Hat • Wristwatch • Costume jewelry  • Hair accessories   • Clothing and undergarments • Winter cap, scarf, and mittens


SUGGESTIONS FOR BOYS:
“WOW” ITEM • Small backpack • Soccer ball and pump  • Stuffed animal   • Hobby kit • Large toy truck or car  • Other large toy 
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS • Toothbrush   • Washcloth • Comb and brush • Nail clipper and file • Water bottle • Flashlight 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES • Pencils, sharpener, and erasers • Pencil container • Pens • Crayons • Colored pencils • Markers • Notebooks • Index cards • Calculator • Scissors • Ruler • Glue stick  • Small adhesive tape  • Drawstring bag 
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES • Flip-flops or shoes • Sunglasses • Hat • Wristwatch  • Clothing and undergarments • Winter cap, scarf, and mittens 
GAMES & ACTIVITIES • Puzzles  • Coloring books or pads • Dry watercolor set • Binoculars and compass • Musical instruments • Chalkboard and chalk • Jump rope  • Stickers  • Games 
TOYS • Small ball  • Building blocks or LEGO® sets • Slinky® or yo-yo • Toy cars  • Plastic animals • Magnets • Interactive toys • Other small toys and figures 

DO NOT INCLUDE • Soap • Food, candy, or gum • Toothpaste • Used or damaged items • Scary or war-related items  • Wearable traditional camouflage • Seeds or organic matter • Liquids • Medication • Money • Breakable items • Matches, fire starters, or aerosols • Knives, saws, or razor blades 
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PRAYER REQUESTS

     Your prayer concerns are important to us.  If you have a prayer need, joy or concern, if you need someone to just pray with you during this week, or if you are looking to connect with a church that loves people and you are interested in doing ministry and mission is this new way, please call Pastor Jewell at (314) 401-7672 or the church (636) 225-0057.  We will walk with you no matter where you are on your journey.       Check on someone you’ve not heard from this week.

MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

Janet and Pasquale Parenti		Jim Sieberg				
June Bouck				Randy Statler
Glenda Hamilton and family		Betty Wideman
Nancy and David Limback			Brinda Armstead Ashford
Chris, Zane, Kensley, Loralei and Kelly Messina McClellan
Alex, Alexis, Aubrey and Aden Mitchell Robison (Todd and Penny)
Captain Irma Hamilton and Dorothy Hamilton
Bill Kvasnicka (Carol Karlow’s father)
Lilly Mulligan (Kolander)			Mark Rudoff (Carol Hamilton)	
Nick and Erin Rasch (Limback)		Cynthia and Kenny Gooch
Doris “Bonnie” Watson; Sandy Nathan
Sara Laun (Nancy Limback’s mother)
Cathy Becker, Chris Ewalt, Abigail Ewalt (Welsh)
Michael Schmidt (Haubrich)		Sybil Young (Grant’s wife)
Mary Ellen Pagliughi (Dodson)		Michelle Morton			
Joe and Penny Moskus			Frances “Cookie” Whitfield
Yvonne McClain		Letha Buckley	Michelle Parker
Laurie and Jeff Knight	Chris Sides		Kimmy Limback
Betty Slunaker (Welsh)			Gary Laun (Limback)
Stean Pack (Brodie)				Freddie Freeman
Mary Cosmo (Rev. Jespersen’s daughter-in-law)
Kathy Wuestling, Wayne Chinn, Brandon Williams (G. Hamilton)
Theresa Hamilton, Walker Friedmeyer, Jen Kurowski (G. Hamilton)
Jean Hopper (Dodson)			Becky Halker
Mike Hendrickson (Dodson)		Mary Crawford
Joan Ranson


DAILY PRAYER TIME:  1:11 P.M.  Stop and say a few prayers for ourselves, our families, friends, neighbors and our prayer list. 

Prayers based on Luke 16:1-13 should focus on becoming faithful stewards of God's resources, using "worldly wealth" (time, talents, money) to build eternal relationships, and making a clear choice to serve God rather than money. You can pray for the wisdom to use your resources to help others, for a heart that values eternal treasures over fleeting wealth, and for guidance to serve God faithfully in all aspects of your life. 

Prayers for Ourselves

For Faithful Stewardship:

"Heavenly Father, you have entrusted me with time, talents, and worldly wealth. Help me to be a faithful steward of these gifts, using them wisely to glorify you and build up your kingdom, not just for my own gain." 

For a Heavenly Perspective:

"Lord, open my eyes to the eternal value of your kingdom. Help me to prioritize heavenly treasures over earthly possessions, and grant me the wisdom to use my resources to make friends for eternity, rather than just for this life." 

For the Wisdom to Choose God as Master:

"Father, I confess that the pursuit of money can become a powerful master in my life. Give me the courage to reject its allure, and instead to serve you alone, so that my life reflects your wisdom and love." 

Prayers for Others

For the Spirit of Generosity:

"God of abundance, I lift up those around me. Inspire us to be generous with our resources, to share what we have with those in need, and to create a legacy of love that extends into the eternal dwellings." 

For those Focused on Wealth:

"Lord, look upon those who are consumed by the pursuit of wealth. Soften their hearts to the eternal riches of your love and grace, and guide them to use their resources to bless others and to bring honor to your name." 

For a Heart of Compassion:

"Father, fill our hearts with your compassion for those who are struggling and in need. May we learn from the example of the shrewd manager and find ways to use what we have to help build relationships that matter for eternity."
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but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.
Psalm 1:6
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COMMUNICATION CARD

Date:

Dr. /Mr. /Mrs. /Ms.
Name

(OChange in Contact Information

Email (please print)

Address
Apt

City

State

ZIP

Best Contact Phone
1st Time Guest.
2nd Time Guest
Regular Attendee
Member

If 1st or 2nd Time Guest, How did you hear
about VPUMC?

Place this card in the offering when it is
given
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MY NEXT STEP TODAY IS TO:

(O Memorize a Scripture:
(O Invite 1 person to church this week
(O Pray Daily this week
(OFind out more about upcoming events:
@]
Q
O

Send Me Info About:
(OBecoming a follower of Jesus
(OBaptism
(OGrowth Groups
(OChurch Membership
(OServing at VPUMC

Comments, Prayer Requests

The above named individual(s) gives permission
to be added to the Prayer List.
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